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“Student behaviour is outstanding, reflecting their outstanding spiritual, moral 
social and cultural development.  This is the bedrock of the school, fostering 
inclusive, respectful relationships and celebrating diversity.”   Ofsted 2012

Dear Parents 

I am delighted to have the opportunity to introduce this 

prospectus, which will, I hope, give a flavour of Mill Hill 

County High School. 

The students of this school are very engaging, aspire to be 

successful and achieve a great deal. The school strives to 

provide an environment in which they can develop their 

strengths, overcome barriers and learn to consider others.

I have the privilege of leading a harmonious, dedicated and 

highly capable body of teaching, clerical and technical staff. 

There is great pride in the school and a real desire to improve 

the quality of service we offer. The school is strongly supported 

by its Governing Body. 

The school is highly traditional in its approach to student 

behaviour and attitudes. Students are expected to wear 

our distinctive uniform in a conventional manner, i.e. with 

collars buttoned, shirts tucked in, etc. While all members of 

the school community are expected to behave respectfully 

to one another, there is an explicit expectation that students 

will respect their elders, maintaining a wholly courteous 

manner towards teaching and support staff, adult visitors and 

members of the general public. In classes, every student is 

expected to be trying to be a pleasure to teach. 

In contrast to the nationwide decrease in levels of extra-

curricular activity and school trips, the staff of Mill Hill County 

High School place great value upon the learning experiences 

which can be provided by sports teams, musical ensembles, 

dramatic and dance productions, clubs of every sort and 

educational visits. The school’s extra-curricular programme is 

exceptional and represents a vast amount of voluntary effort 

on the part of staff; students are expected to avail themselves 

of appropriate opportunities and to learn the virtues of loyalty 

and faithfulness. 

I hope that you will find the following pages interesting and 

informative, that you will visit the school on our Open Evening 

and that you will consider making an application for a place. 

Whatever the outcome of the transfer process, I hope that your 

son or daughter will be very happy and successful at secondary 

school. 

With every good wish, 

Yours sincerely

Geoffrey A Thompson 

Head 

WELCOME FROM THE HEAD
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Mill Hill County High School is an eight-form entry, all-ability Academy 
of 1640 students, 427 of whom are in the Sixth Form. We became a 
Technology College in 1994 and a Language College in 2008.  In line with 
our specialisms and in order to maintain a balanced intake, we allocate 
10% of Year 7 places on the basis of technological aptitude, 10% on 
musical aptitude and 5% on aptitude for dance. 

Students are expected to be on site at 8.20am for an 8.30am start and the 
school day finishes for most students at 3.20pm. Some Year 11 and Sixth 
Form lessons take place between 3.20pm and 4.20pm. Lessons are an 
hour long and we use a ten day timetable. 

The School traces its origins to the opening in 1931 of Orange Hill Boys’ 
and Girls’ Grammar Schools. In the 1970s, these combined to become 
Orange Hill Senior and Junior High Schools, which in 1984 merged with 
Moat Mount School, on the Moat Mount site, to become Mill Hill County 
High School. We have some very distinguished alumni who keep in contact 
with the school. We are proud of an excellent tradition of education over 
three-quarters of a century and we seek constantly to enhance that tradition 
still further. 

The School has excellent facilities, though the quality of buildings varies. The 
layout of buildings is a little complicated and the site is hilly. The view over 
the attractive playing fields to the hills north of Edgware is very pleasing. 

INTRODUCTION
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TEACHING AND LEARNING

We prepare our students for living and working in the 21st 

Century world. To thrive as successful citizens they will enjoy 

challenges and be able to meet them calmly, confidently and 

creatively.  To do this our students will need to develop a 

positive and resilient approach to learning, understanding that 

they can continually enhance their intelligence, abilities and 

competence through effort and practice. We encourage our 

students to view challenges as learning opportunities and see 

failures as essential stepping stones on the road to success. 

Our teachers have high expectations of our students’ 

learning and plan lessons that engage students and provide 

opportunities for them to deepen their knowledge and 

understanding and develop their skills.  Teachers plan lessons 

so that students across the age and attainment range are 

inspired to work hard and make progress.

Our teachers continually seek to develop and improve their 

classroom practice.  In addition to external courses, our 

teachers benefit from a wide range of in-house expertise. High 

quality training takes place regularly during the year and a 

significant number of extra sessions are attended and led by 

staff, whose dedication and enthusiasm are a strength of Mill 

Hill County High School.

“The outstanding social engagement of students benefits the excellent working 
relationships in lessons.” Ofsted 2012

* Students who show linguistic ability commence a second modern foreign language or Latin in Year 8.
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ACADEMIC STUDIES
Content of Key Stage 3 Curriculum

The vast majority of students study

• Art

• Dance and Drama

• Design and Technology

• English

• Geography

• History

• ICT

• Mathematics

• Modern Foreign Language*

• Music

• Personal, Social, Citizenship and  

Health Education

• Physical Education

• Religious Education

• Science

Content of Key Stage 4 Curriculum

The vast majority of students study

• English

• German, French, Spanish or Latin

• History or Geography

• Mathematics

• PE

• Personal, Social, Citizenship and 

Health Education

• Religious Education

• Science

Plus three subjects chosen from

• Art, Craft and Design

• Business Studies

• Child Care

Selection of GCSE option subjects takes place in Year 9 following a programme of information meetings, consultations and 

interviews to ensure the suitability and educational soundness of courses for individual students. 

Triple Science is available for students who show commitment and aptitude for the subject. Most students have the opportunity to 

study both English Language and English Literature to GCSE level. Religious Education can lead to a full or a half GCSE.

“The curriculum is outstanding because it makes an excellent contribution to 
students’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development and offers GCSE and A 

level courses relevant to students’ needs and interests.” Ofsted 2012

• Computer Science

• Dance

• Digital Photography

• Drama

• Economics

• Food

• Geography

• German

• Graphics

• Hair and Beauty

• History

• ICT

• Latin

• Motor Vehicle Maintenance

• Music

• PE

• Product Design

• Resistant Materials

• Textiles

* Students who show linguistic ability commence a second modern foreign language or Latin in Year 8.
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OUTSIDE THE CLASSROOM

Drama, Dance and Music Departments combine to produce an annual musical. The 

standard is exceptionally high. This year’s production of Les Misérables was preceded 

by Schools Will Rock You (2014), Anything Goes (2012), Bugsy Malone (2011), Grease 

(2010), Guys and Dolls (2009), Sweet Charity (2008), Oliver (2007), A Chorus Line 

(2006) and Little Shop of Horrors (2005).

There are drama and dance clubs, an autumn Drama Festival, an annual Dance Medley 

and many other events.

Over 20% of the school participates in weekly music rehearsals of our two orchestras, 

two string orchestras, two wind bands, four choirs, jazz band, two brass groups, senior 

windwind ensemble, flute choir, guitar groups and world music groups.

There are major concerts taking place twice termly, Sixth Form concerts, a series of 

professional lunchtime concerts and, in addition, the Music Department contributes to 

most school events.  The Concert and Jazz Bands frequently perform in Europe and in the 

local community.  In 2015, we had our fifth annual joint concert at school with the Royal 

Philharmonic Orchestra. Every single child in Year 7 has been a member of the Year 7 

Chorus since 2004 and the tradition continues.  The Chorus appeared at the Watford 

Colosseum in July 2014, as part of our latest venture, a joint massed bands concert 

featuring our Concert Band and the Central Band of the Royal Air Force.

 

Nearly 400 students currently receive instrumental tuition provided by our team of 20 

peripatetic instrumental teachers.

Dance, Drama and Music

“Music and other extracurricular activities throughout the school demonstrably raise students’ self-esteem, team 
skills and confidence.  Students confirm that there is something for everyone and the promotion of equality and 

diversity is outstanding; it is evident daily in the high participation rate of students from different backgrounds in 
the enrichment programme.” Ofsted 2012
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OUTSIDE THE CLASSROOM

All types of educational visit abound and are detailed in the 

separate curriculum booklet, as are numerous other extra-

curricular activities offered by staff. 

The willingness of staff to put countless hours of work into extra-

curricular activities and trips indicates their commitment to the 

wider education of their students and, also, to the fact that they 

enjoy the company of their students. 

The school has an impressive tradition of sporting activity and is 

committed to maintaining and enhancing this. Team games are 

valued for developing skills, discipline, loyalty and esprit de corps. 

Students are also encouraged to participate in individual sports. 

A wide and increasing range of activities is provided, with the aim 

of helping every student to develop a lifelong interest in healthy 

physical activity. 

Outdoor activities are strongly encouraged with our own Head’s 

Challenge, the Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme and Third 

World Expeditions.  We run an annual ski trip; last year 122 

students went skiing.  Last year we won the Barnet Partnership 

for School Sport Participation Award for being involved in more 

Cups, Leagues and inclusive events than any other school in 

Barnet.  We organise A level and GCSE climbing trips and have 

an active chess club where we compete regularly in national 

competitions.

Since 2009, students in Year 10 and above have been able to 

join the Mill Hill School Combined Cadet Force, as part of a 

Government sponsored partnership scheme.

Sport, Trips and other Educational Activities
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STRETCH AND CHALLENGE FOR
 OUR HIGHEST ATTAINERS

THE SIXTH FORM

With 427 students, the sixth form is the largest in the Borough 

of Barnet. Given the quality of the sixth form experience, 

together with the outstanding examination results and the very 

impressive university entrance record, it is no surprise that the 

sixth form is extremely popular. Typically, there are over 600 

external applications for the limited number of places which 

arise for new entrants to join Year 12. All Mill Hill County 

High Year 11 students are offered sixth form places providing 

they meet the entrance requirements for their choice of 

course. 

 

We offer a wide ranging curriculum, including 29 Advanced 

level subjects and an extensive extracurricular programme. 

All sixth formers follow a comprehensive core programme 

of study which includes careers guidance and preparation for 

university entrance, together with enrichment activities. 

We send more students to Russell Group Universities than 

almost any other comprehensive school and we have sent 60 

students to Oxbridge in the past decade.

Being part of a large school community provides many 

opportunities for sixth formers to demonstrate qualities of 

leadership, teamwork and commitment.

 

Further details of sixth form provision and specific entry 

requirements are available in the Sixth Form Prospectus at: 

www.mhchs.org.uk.

“Achievement in the sixth form is outstanding, with AS and A Level results 
significantly above the national average.  Retention is high and shows the excellent 

pastoral care and academic guidance for students.  Students relish the chance 
to study at the sixth form because of the diverse curriculum and enrichment 

opportunities.  Sixth Formers are excellent ambassadors for the school working 
effectively with lower-school students and representing the school admirably in 

outreach community projects, locally and internationally.” Ofsted 2012
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STRETCH AND CHALLENGE FOR
 OUR HIGHEST ATTAINERS

MHCHS seeks to meet the needs of the individual learner and 

this includes provision for our highest attaining students. There 

are a large number of high attaining students in every year 

group and the school is dedicated to providing opportunities 

both inside and out of the classroom to extend their learning. 

Students’ current attainment is monitored and the students 

who are achieving the highest levels and grades are selected 

for Stretch and Challenge programmes. An example of this 

is the Year 9 project. This Higher Project Qualification is a 

half GCSE that requires students to study a subject of choice 

in depth across one academic year. The course begins with 

a trip to the University of Hertfordshire where students are 

taught research methods and skills as well as inspired about 

the range of topics about which they can choose to learn. 

The final result is a piece of work that can be in any format 

(presentation, script, piece of art) and a written report. The 

qualification is highly respected by universities and sixth form 

colleges as well as great preparation for success at these 

higher stages of education.

Our Stretch and Challenge coordinator liaises with heads 

of department throughout the year in order to develop ways 

to stretch and challenge our highest attainers in specific 

subject areas. This covers a range of classroom techniques 

and exploratory learning. Extensions are therefore embedded 

in lesson plans and independent learning tasks. Extra-

curricular opportunities are provided in English, French, Latin, 

Mathematics, Science, and Design and Technology.  

Extra-curricular dance, drama, sport and music provide 

opportunities for mass participation, combined with the 

identification and nurturing of students who show promise. 

To use the example of music, for ten years, every single Year 

7 student has sung in the Year 7 Chorus and, at the other 

end of the scale, our joint annual concert with the Royal 

Philharmonic Orchestra and our concert with the Central 

Band of the Royal Air Force have provided encouragement 

and inspiration to our most accomplished musicians. A 

dozen MHCHS students have so far had the extraordinary 

opportunity to play the solo parts in concerto movements, 

accompanied by the RPO.

In the Sixth Form, there is an Academic Extension tutor 

to stretch and challenge our highest attaining students, 

and prepare them for both application to highly selective 

universities and for the academic challenges which 

they will face studying there. A programme of extension 

sessions is in place for these students. Sessions focus on 

conceptual discussion and debate, and include visits from 

guest speakers, entrance test preparation and interview 

practice.  According to the Sutton Trust, among the country’s 

comprehensive schools, we have sent the fifth highest 

number of students to its 30 most selective universities, and 

the second highest number to Oxbridge.

MHCHS is always looking at new ways to stretch and 

challenge our highest attainers and the programme is ever 

growing and diversifying allowing us to offer a wide range of 

provision.

“The sixth form is outstanding.”
Ofsted 2012.
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STUDENT PARTICIPATION
We care about what our students think and see it as part of our responsibility to help them to learn to express themselves in an 

effective and appropriate manner: Student Councils thrive; students are directly involved in writing and reviewing our behaviour 

policy, which includes our Anti-Bullying policy.  The Student Appointment Board interviews all candidates for teaching posts; 

students are to the fore in key developments within the school.  We have dedicated teams that focus on environmental issues, 

social harmony, charity projects and celebration of achievement.  These teams are the driving force behind whole school events 

such as Environment Week, Anti Bullying Week, Fairtrade Fortnight and the Jack Petchey Award.  Throughout the school students 

are encouraged to apply for roles that enable them to take on more responsibility in terms of the governance of their school.  

Many students in Year 10 and above apply to become prefects, performing all manner of important tasks to increase the smooth 

running and safety of the school.  There is a Sixth Form Student Management Team who oversee many of the above roles, acting 

as excellent role models and charismatic leaders of younger students in the school.

“The promotion of spiritual, moral, social and cultural development is well planned 
and the impact of shared moments of reflection, aspirational assemblies and 

frequent celebrations of cultural diversity, successfully unite the school community 
and promote equality of opportunity.” Ofsted 2012
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